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Dear colleague 
 
Welcome to the November GGC Palliative Care MCN. As usual I have tried to put together a 
brief resume of current issues. I have used the same structure as before covering both GGC 
and Nationalissues. The GGC section includes updates from the GGC Palliative Care Action 
Plan and is thus subdivided into the various Standing and Action sub groups. As more 
information is now published on our web site the letter is getting ever shorter. 
 
GGC Issues 
Reorganisation of NHS GGC NHS Acute Services 
I think that the reorganisation of NHS GGC Acute Services is now complete!My knowledge of 
exactly what has transpired does unfortunately remain somewhat sketchy but it would seem 
that Palliative Care as an entity reports through the general management system but hosted 
in view of it’s relatively small size in the Clyde sector. The Regional component of Palliative 
Care remains organisationaly unchanged. Claire Donaghy has supplied a diagram of the new 
structures! Please excuse the tiny writing! John Kennedy has offered to provide a further 
update at the MCN meeting. 
 
Lead Clinician for Palliative Care 
Unfortunately I remain unclear about what is happening with this post. 
 
Macmillan Lead Nurse Palliative Care 
As I suspect many if not all of you know Gillian Sherwood will be moving to a new post at the 
Prince & Princess of Wales Hospice in the New Year.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gillian for her massive efforts in relation to 
palliative care in GGC and in particular her work in the Acute sector. Though clearly she will 
still be very involved in palliative care I think it is fair to say that the PPWH gain will be a 
significant loss to NHS GGC. 
I am unclear what is happening to her post. 
 
Paediatric Palliative Care Practice Development Nurse 
Karen Allen from Rachel House has recently taken up an 18 monthsecondment in the above 
role at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow. She will be attending the MCN meeting 
next week and will give a brief presentation regarding her role. She was keen to bring to the 
MCN’s attention the recent ChiSP study (Children in Scotland requiring Palliative Care). 
 
 
GGC Palliative Care Action Plan 
Since the last MCN meeting all the GGC Palliative Care Action sub groups have formed and 
met. My thanks again to all of those involved and in particular to those who 
volunteered/were encouraged/were coerced (delete as appropriate) into taking lead roles 
within the groups. 
There are a two structural points and then simply a list of the MCN standing groups and the 
new, or developed, action sub groups along with their current leads. I have not attempted to 
list what the groups are working on as this information is readily available on the website. It 
also removes the risk of the intentional/unintentional spin that I introduce. 
 
Sub group membership 

http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/1506-Acute-Services-Managment-Structure.pdf
http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/1506-Acute-Services-Managment-Structure.pdf
http://www.chas.org.uk/assets/0001/5573/ChiSP_report.pdf
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The intention has always been to allow a fairly fluid membership to encourage people to 
become involved even if they feel this is only practical for a short or finite time. Part of the 
reporting template includes membership updates. Any changes will be reflected on the GGC 
Palliative Care website. 
 
Sub group reporting template 
As was noted at the August MCN meeting there were some problems with the template. Our 
initial intention had been to modify the template but a subsequent suggestion was to provide 
an online web form. This would clearly be a more efficient process. It is hoped to trial this in 
the lead up to the first MCN meeting of 2016. 
 
Standing Sub Groups 

 Communications – Jacquie Lindsay 

 HI&T – Joanne Freel 

 Therapeutics – Elayne Harris 

 Web development – Paul Corrigan 

 Acute – Jane Edgecombe 
o The ongoing NHS GGC reorganisation of the Acute setting has continued to 

cause problems for this group. I am ever hopeful that this transition period has 
drawn/is drawing to a close. 

 Education / Training – Shirley Byron / Fiona Wylie 
o Basically an expanded Palliative Care Practice Development Steering Group 

(PCPDSG) – but expanded! As such I have brought it back into the standing sub 
groups. 

 
Action Sub Groups 

 Heritage / Legacy / Bereavement – Jackie Britton 

 Patient / Carer Involvement – Claire Donaghy / Paul Corrigan 
o Unfortunately this group’s work was interrupted by Claire’s 5 week stint as a 

juror – normal service has now been resumed! 

 Care in the Latter Stages of Life – Gillian Sherwood 

 Care Homes – Kevin Fellows 

 Non-Malignant Palliative Care – Karen Hogg / MaireO’Riordan 

 Out of Hours Period – Katie Clark 

 Palliative Care Resources – Sandra McConnell 

 Power of Attorney – Andrew Strachan 

 Queen Elizabeth University Hospital – Alistair McKeown 

 Recognition – Euan Paterson 
 
National Issues 
National Advisory Group (NAG) 
At the last MCN meeting the three  national engagement roadshows run by the NAG were 
discussed. There have subsequently been 2 meetings to discuss the draft action plan. The 
Glasgow date was in the October school holidays – always a rather tricky time – and I was 
unable to attend. Unfortunately I have yet to see reports of these meetings. Professor Craig 
White, National Lead for Palliative Care has produced a further draft of the Strategic 
Framework for Action (SFA). This is currently out for comments. Unfortunately he has 
requested that it is not circulated at this stage. 
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At the August MCN meeting I was asked by the MCN to ascertain what national documents 
could be shared on our website. The plan is to create a page on the Palliative and End of Life 
Care SG portal that will be linked to from the GGC Palliative Care web site. I am hopeful that 
this will be available shortly.  
 
‘We need to talk about Palliative Care’ 
As you will be aware the Scottish Government Health and Sport Committee are currently 
holding an enquiry into palliative care – ‘We need to talk about Palliative Care’. Professor 
David Clark, consulting editor for the SFA, has produced a report as part of this work. There 
have also been written submissions to and oral evidence sessions at the Scottish Parliament.  
 
Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) & Children and Yong People’s 
Acute Deterioration Management (CYPADM) Scottish Policies 
The Scottish Government ‘light touch review’ is now complete. The report is to be published 
imminently.  
 
End of Life Care in Scottish Hospitals: opportunities for wider engagement 
This half-day seminar took place on 10th November with presentations from Professor David 
Clark, Ms Anne Harkness and Professor Craig White. I suspect some members of the MCN will 
have attended and so I am sure it will stimulate discussion at the MCN meeting. 
 
NHSS Scotland Palliative Care Guidelines App 
As many of you will be aware 16 of the Scottish Palliative Care Guidelines are now available in 
app format providing offline access. The app can be downloaded from the Android or iPhone 
stores or via mobile knowledge on the Knowledge Network. 
The app is the product of a collaborative partnership between the Scottish Centre for 
Enabling Technologies at the University of West of Scotland, SHOW NHS National Services 
Scotland and the Chairs of the guideline steering group Dr David Gray and Dr Paul Baughan.  I 
would be very grateful if this information could be shared as widely as possible. Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland are also keen to receive feedback at hcis.pallcareguidelines@nhs.net 
 
MCN meeting dates 
The proposed dates for 2016 are: 

23rd February (Tue) 
18th May (Wed) 
25th August (Thu) 
22nd November (Tue)  

 
I look forward to seeing you all on the 19th.   
 
Euan Paterson  
Chair, GGC Palliative Care MCN 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_HealthandSportCommittee/Reports/HSS042015R09.pdf
http://www.palliativecareguidelines.scot.nhs.uk/news-and-updates.aspx
http://www.palliativecareguidelines.scot.nhs.uk/news-and-updates.aspx
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.scet.palliativecare
https://appsto.re/gb/jXnE5.i
https://appsto.re/gb/jXnE5.i
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/home/tools-and-apps/mobile-knowledge/guidelines.aspx
http://www.uws.ac.uk/research/research-institutes/computing/scet/
http://www.uws.ac.uk/research/research-institutes/computing/scet/
mailto:hcis.pallcareguidelines@nhs.net

