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To help you achieve your 
ambitions, the School of 
Health, Nursing and Midwifery 
offer a wide range of innovative 
and exciting full and part-
time undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes in 
the fields of nursing, midwifery, 
health & social care alongside 
some shorter continued 
personal development courses.

We take pride in being able to provide education that 
is rooted in clinical practice, including a wide range of 
Graduate Certificate options available to study on a 
part-time basis.

The following Graduate Certificate programmes will be 
offered to commence September 2017 on a part-time 
basis:
• Acute and Critical Care 
• Acute Mental Health Care
• Managing Respiratory Disorders
• Neonatal Nursing
• Palliative Care
• Personality Disorders
• Sexual and Reproductive Health
• Unscheduled Care



GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
ACUTE AND CRITICAL CARE
Do you work in an acute or critical 
care environment and wish to 
enhance your knowledge and skills in 
care delivery for this area of practice? 
If so, then our Graduate Certificate 
Acute and Critical Care programme 
may be of interest to you.
The Graduate Certificate Acute 
and Critical Care is a theoretical 
programme for those nursing and allied 
health professionals working within 
the areas of acute and critical care. 
Programme design complements the 
Comprehensive Critical Care Strategy 
and will equip students with the skills 
of Personal Development Planning, 
reflective practice and theoretical 
knowledge to enhance clinical skills. 
Programme themes include the 
assessment of the acutely and critically 
unwell adult, alongside management 
and treatment strategies applied to 
acute and critical illness.
Other required qualifications/
experience necessary for admission to 
this programme*

We offer this programme fully online.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
ACUTE MENTAL HEALTH
Do you care for people with mental 
health issues but have had no 
specific acute mental health 
education? Would you like to be able 
to offer person centred, recovery 
focused care? Perhaps you are a 
registered adult nurse and work 
in remote & rural health care, 
within police custody or the prison 
service. If so, then our Graduate 
Certificate Acute Mental Health 

may be a suitable programme for 
you in expanding your knowledge, 
developing a greater understanding 
of acute mental health and 
enhancing care delivery.
This programme will be of interest to 
nursing and allied health professionals 
working within the areas of acute 
mental health care. This programme 
will assist you to develop enhanced 
skills and knowledge in: psychosocial 
interventions, physical health care, 
medication concordance, clinical 
supervision, currency of practice, 
practice improvement and writing 
for publication. Promoting recovery 
and a therapeutic environment where 
people experiencing mental health 
issues receive care and support, is 
paramount to enhancing a positive 
outcome (Mental Welfare Commission 
for Scotland 2012).
We offer this programme on Paisley 
Campus.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
MANAGING RESPIRATORY 
DISORDERS
Do you care for people who 
experience acute, chronic and/or end 
stage respiratory disease? Would you 
like to enhance and develop your own 
knowledge base in order that you can 
apply evidence based care, treatment 
and management for those people 
living with respiratory disorders? If 
so, then our Graduate Certificate 
Managing Respiratory Disorders may 
be a suitable programme for you.
This programme provides a focused, 
credit bearing qualification for nursing 
and allied health professionals. It 
provides an opportunity for you to 
develop critical awareness, knowledge 



and understanding of the care needs 
of people living with respiratory 
disorders. Additionally, you will be 
able to develop your knowledge in 
applying evidence based care in the 
treatment and management of people 
with respiratory disorders, including 
interpreting and applying local, 
national and international policies and 
guidelines for respiratory care.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
NEONATAL NURSING
Are you a registered nurse or midwife 
working in the field of neonatal 
care? Are you interested in gaining a 
recognised ‘Qualification in Specialty’ 
within the field neonatal care? If 
so, then our Graduate Certificate 
Neonatal Nursing Care may be of 
interest to you and your employer.
The need for a formal university 
qualification has been acknowledged 
by clinical managers, practitioners and 
educators, and it is considered that a 
Graduate Certificate level qualification 
is an appropriate award for registered 
practitioners. This programme provides 
a standardised level of professional 
competence and academic 
accreditation for neonatal nurses and 
prepares them to critically explore the 
management of the ill neonate in a 
variety of settings in order to develop 
and expand their role within the field 
of neonatal care. It incorporates 
the competencies of Matching 
Knowledge and Skills for Qualified 
in Speciality (QIS) Neonatal Nurses 
(April 2012). Qualified in Speciality is 
recognised as being essential for all 
nurses specialising in neonatal care 
and is recommended as a minimum 
qualification in the Neonatal Care 

in Scotland: A Quality Framework 
(Scottish Government 2013).
Other required qualifications/
experience necessary for admission to 
this programme*
We offer this programme on 
Hamilton Campus.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
PALLIATIVE CARE
Do you provide care for people with 
life-limiting illnesses in primary, 
secondary or tertiary care and help 
families and carers cope with loss 
and bereavement? Would you like a 
recognised qualification in palliative 
care? 
If so, then our Graduate Certificate 
Palliative Care may be a suitable 
programme for you.
This programme will be of interest 
to professionals working in general 
palliative care settings looking 
to enhance their knowledge and 
understanding of the principles and 
practices of palliative care related to 
a wide range of patients and their 
families. The programme aims to 
develop your knowledge and skills 
to provide evidence based holistic, 
palliative care to those who require it, 
regardless of place of care or diagnosis. 
By the end of the programme students 
will be able to systematically and 
critically assess palliative care needs 
and to analyse these in relation 
to current clinical practice. The 
programme is aimed at experienced 
health and/or social care professionals 
who care for people, both adults and 
children, with life-limiting illnesses in 
primary, secondary and tertiary care.
We offer this programme fully online.



GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
PERSONALITY DISORDER
Do you care for people who have 
been diagnosed with personality 
disorder? Perhaps you are employed 
as a social worker, police officer, 
allied health professional or a nurse 
and feel that you would like an 
opportunity to develop specialised 
knowledge about the needs of the 
person with personality disorder, living 
in a variety of settings. If so, perhaps 
our Graduate Certificate Personality 
Disorder would be a suitable 
educational programme for you.
This programme provides an opportunity 
for students to extend their knowledge, 
understanding and skills to support 
and meet the needs of the changing 
experience of the person who is 
commonly rejected and stigmatised 
due to their challenging behaviour. 
It seeks to provide them with an in-
depth understanding of the issues 
involved in working with people who 
have challenging behaviour/personality 
disorder in the current environment. It 
also offers an opportunity to develop 
skills to assess problems including client’s 
motivation to change and understand 
therapy, how to formulate problems 
and how to discuss the content of the 
intervention with the client.
This programme will provide students 
with a graduate certificate in a 
specialised subject area for a variety 
of workplace settings. Working with 
people with personality disorder is 
an area of expanding rather than 
contracting employment opportunities 
given the increased focus of the forensic 
population in the community.
We offer this programme on 
Hamilton Campus.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH
Are you a registered nurse 
currently working or intending 
to work in the field of sexual and 
reproductive health? Would you 
benefit from undertaking an 
academic programme to enhance 
your knowledge and understanding 
of contemporary sexual and 
reproductive health care? If so, then 
our Graduate Certificate Sexual 
and Reproductive Health may be a 
suitable programme for you.
This programme seeks to offer nurses 
and midwives the opportunity to study 
sexual health theory and practice. 
Sexual health is a national priority 
in Scotland. Many traditional family 
planning and genito-urinary services 
have integrated in order to provide a 
holistic, one-stop-shop approach to 
care. Clinical practice is integrated 
with the theoretical component of 
the course and may be started after 
the first six days of theory. Health 
Boards allocate clinical placements 
to students and clinic times vary 
depending on the individual Health 
Boards.
Other Required Qualifications/
Experience necessary for admission to 
this programme*
We offer this programme on Paisley 
Campus.



GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
UNSCHEDULED CARE
Perhaps you work in remote & rural 
health care, within police custody 
or the prison service. If so, then our 
Graduate Certificate Unscheduled 
Care may be a suitable programme 
for you in expanding your 
knowledge, developing a greater 
understanding of unscheduled care 
and enhancing care delivery.
This innovative programme of study is 
for those registered with the Nursing 
and Midwifery Council [NMC] or 
the Health Care Professions Council 
[HCPC] respectively, employed within 
the area of Unscheduled Care inside 
United Kingdom jurisdiction.
The programme is vocationally 
relevant and complements the 
strategic development of unscheduled 
care in line with the NHS National Out 
of Hours and Unscheduled Practice 
Agenda. Programme content includes 
theory and competency development 
in the areas of clinical assessment, 
common presentations of illness, and 
minor injuries. All prospective students 
must have line management support 
and a clinical supervisor from their 
area of practice to supervise and 
assess clinical competency as required.
Other required qualifications/
experience necessary for admission to 
this programme*
We offer this programme fully online.

THINKING OF SUBMITTING AN 
APPLICATION?
Please read the general admission 
criteria and the specific admission 
criteria for each programme prior 
to submitting an application. If you 
wish to discuss other education 
options that may be available to you, 
then please contact our Education 
Guidance Advisor.
Scott Dunn 
Education Guidance Advisor:
T: +44 (0)141 848 3791  
E: hnmguidance@uws.ac.uk 
W: www.uws.ac.uk
For any programme queries that 
you may have, then you may wish 
to contact the specific Programme 
Leader. All Programme Leader 
contact details are in the table 
below alongside any additional 
entry requirements for individual 
programmes.
See table opposite regarding other 
required qualifications/experience 
necessary for admission to the 
programmes.

APPLICATIONS AND FEES
All information regarding online 
applications and programme fees are 
available on our website. Please click 
on the links below to connect.
For applications please see 
www.uws.ac.uk/apply
For tuition fees please see 
www.uws.ac.uk/fees

mailto:hnmguidance@uws.ac.uk
http://www.uws.ac.uk/
http://www.uws.ac.uk/apply
http://www.uws.ac.uk/fees


GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE

PROGRAMME LEADER 
CONTACT DETAILS

* Other required qualifications/
experience necessary for admission 
to this programme

ACUTE AND 
CRITICAL CARE

Roland Preston
roland.preston@uws.ac.uk

Candidates must be appropriately registered 
practitioners e.g. registered with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council [NMC] or the 
Health Care Professions Council [HCPC].
All candidates must be employed within an 
acute and/or critical care environment.

ACUTE MENTAL 
HEALTH

Alison Toner
alison.toner@uws.ac.uk

Desirable that you care for people with 
Acute Mental Health care needs.

MANAGING 
RESPIRATORY 
DISORDERS

Jan Meechie
jan.meechie@uws.ac.uk

None

NEONATAL 
NURSING

Linda Hannah
linda.hannah@uws.ac.uk

Registered Nurse or Midwife on Part 1 or 2 
of the NMC professional register.
A degree in a relevant specialty. A 
minimum of six months current experience 
in the field of neonatal care.
Verification of OH clearance and PVG 
disclosure (required if undertaking practice 
placement in an area other than their 
employing health board).

PALLIATIVE CARE Stuart Milligan
stuart.milligan@uws.ac.uk 

Registration on part 1 of the Professional 
Register of the Nursing & Midwifery Council 
(NMC) or equivalent professional body.

PERSONALITY 
DISORDER

Helen Walker
helen.walker@uws.ac.uk

Students will be required to attend 
interview as part of the selection process.

SEXUAL AND 
REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH

Jackie McFadyen
jackie.mcfadyen@uws.ac.uk

Registered Nurse on Part 1 of the NMC 
register, with two years post registration 
experience. Independent applicants i.e. 
not employed by the NHS will require PVG 
clearance.

UNSCHEDULED 
CARE

Jan Meechie
jan.meechie@uws.ac.uk

Candidates must be appropriately registered 
practitioners e.g. registered with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council [NMC] or the 
Health Care Professions Council [HCPC].
Candidates must normally be able to 
demonstrate that they are employed 
in an Unscheduled Care environment 
within United Kingdom Jurisdiction, 
where the clinical competencies can be 
achieved, as this is a large component of 
the assessment strategy utilising Work 
Based Learning. This would be clarified 
and confirmed as being suitable by the 
Programme Leader.

Candidates must be able to satisfy the general admission requirements of the 
University of the West of Scotland as specified in Section 6 of the University 
Regulatory Framework and detailed in the Programme Specification.



APPLY
WWW.UWS.AC.UK/APPLY

UK-based enquiries: 
Tel 0800 027 1000 / 0141 849 4101
ask@uws.ac.uk

International-based enquiries:
Tel +44 (0)141 849 4101
international@uws.ac.uk

facebook /UniWestofScotland
twitter /UniWestScotland


