
Promoting palliative care 

Supporting palliative care practice from your pharmacy 

Welcome to the May edition of Palliative Care News Bites, a bi-monthly round-up of 

palliative care news and views for community pharmacy staff, brought to you by the 

Macmillan Pharmacy Service.  

SHARING GOOD PRACTICE 

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) have produced a series of ‘Cancer Guides’ to support and 

promote the role of pharmacists in the early diagnosis of Bowel, Lung, Ovarian and Oesophago-gastric 

cancer. The Society believe that raising awareness and talking to patients about signs and symptoms of 

different cancers can save lives because it can result in earlier diagnosis and better treatment options for 

patients. Visit ‘Early Detection of Cancer’ page on RPS website for a complete list of available resources. 

 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE 

The Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care (SPPC) is an umbrella and partnership organisation which 

promotes equitable access to high quality palliative care for all patients and families on the basis of need 

not diagnosis. Sign-up to the SPPC newsletter to keep up-to-date with all the latest palliative care news, 

publications and events in Scotland. 

 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE 

The RPS have collaborated with the British Oncology Pharmacy Association to endorse their new online 

learning centre which provides modules for community pharmacists and their staff on the early detection 

of lung and other cancers. 

 

NEWS 

Community pharmacy can play a key role in the early detection and management of patients affected by 

cancer. The Scottish Government's new cancer strategy, Beating Cancer: Ambition and Action, was 

published in March 2016. The strategy contains more than 50 actions to improve prevention, detection, 

diagnosis, treatment and after care for those affected with cancer in Scotland.  

 

MEDICATION SUPPLY UPDATE 

Stocks of levomepromazine injection remain variable across the wholesaler chain - if you are unable to 

obtain stock from your own wholesaler contact specialist palliative care pharmacists for advice (contact 

details on contacts sheet in inside sleeve of your Palliative Care Resources Folder). 

Haloperidol injection 5mg/1ml and Cyclizine 50mg/1ml are back in stock and are Alliance only lines. 

Network pharmacies should now be able to order to stock level required as per palliative care stock list. 

 

FEEDBACK 

We are interested in your feedback. Please complete this short survey, it has only 2 questions and takes 

less than 30 seconds to complete.  

May 2016 

www.macmillan.org.uk/ www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/?page_id=10 

Start spreading the news…. 
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Macmillan Pharmacy Service, Gartnaval Pharmacy Department, Gartnaval Hospital, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 201 3314  
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