Information for Clinicians – could be put onto a laminated card

Information for clinicians - signs and symptoms of Malignant Spinal Cord Compression 

Patient may have one or more of the following, and may have had previously diagnosed bone metastases.
· Patient complaining of new spinal pain, particularly thoracic/nerve root pain, using descriptors such as ‘tight band around chest’ or ‘nerve-like pain in upper thighs’

· Significant change in the nature of longstanding pain (unremitting, feelings of despair)

· Motor deficits (e.g. muscle weakness, loss of coordination, paralysis)

· Sensory deficits (e.g. parasthesia, loss of sensation)

· Autonomic dysfunction (bladder or bowel problems/sphincter disturbance).
If you suspect MSCC, refer to:   Malignant Spinal Cord Compression - Process for potential admission.  From Primary to Acute care
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