Saturday Morning MR Sessions at GGH for Patients with a Known Cancer Diagnosis and Suspected Malignant Spinal Cord Compression (MSCC)
This service has been developed to try and meet the guidance in the West of Scotland Malignant Spinal Cord Compression Guidelines. There will be two MRI imaging slots for GG&C patients with suspected spinal cord compression available at Gartnavel General Hospital on a Saturday morning from November 2008. Patients with a known cancer diagnosis where there are clinical signs or symptoms to support the diagnosis of malignant spinal cord compression should be admitted via their local Accident and Emergency department.  If this occurs late on a Friday afternoon and the local radiology department are able to perform the MRI scan before Monday then the patient should be imaged locally and discussed with the on-call oncology registrar once the result is available. However if the local radiology department are unable to perform an MRI scan until Monday then the Beatson West of Scotland Cancer Centre (BWoSCC) on-call registrar should be contacted and the case discussed. If an imaging slot is available on Saturday morning arrangements will be made for transfer/admission. The referral must include the signs and symptoms that merit transfer for imaging. The patient must have an identified consultant from the referring hospital to have their care transferred back to.  MRI will be performed between 10am – 1pm Saturday am in the GGH MR Scanning Unit (x51472).

Bed Management Arrangements

The BWoSCC on-call registrar should make contact with the bed manager (Page 5149) up until 5pm on Friday to make arrangements for admission. After 5pm the Registrar should arrange admission to a vacant bed within the BWoSCC. In circumstances where there are no vacant BWoSCC beds, arrangements should be made with the Clinical Coordinator to transfer an appropriate (pre-discharge) patient to a ward within GGH in order to free up a bed for the patient with a potential MSCC diagnosis. The Clinical Coordinator will liaise with the appropriate ward staff in GGH.

Transferring for MRI

In all cases, patients undergoing Saturday am MR Scanning must be accompanied by a BWoSCC nurse escort. As no nursing staff will be available within the scanning unit, the nurse escort will be expected to remain with the patient within the department prior to transfer back to the BWoSCC.
Administration Process

When requesting a Saturday morning MR scan, where possible contact should be made with the on call radiologist before 9pm on the Friday evening.  If this is not possible, contact should be made with the duty radiographer (page via switchboard) at 9am on Saturday. The request card should be attached to the patient’s case record for collection with the patient at the time of transfer to the MR scanning unit.
Ongoing Care

If the MRI confirms MSCC then the appropriate management will be decided by the on-call oncology team. If MRI scan does not confirm a spinal cord compression then the patient will be transferred as soon as possible back to the referring hospital for further care and management.
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