To be used in conjunction with “referral flow chart” (Appendix 6) from MSCC Guidelines  
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Malignant Spinal Cord Compression – process for potential admission 
From Primary to Acute Care
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Signs / symptoms suggestive of MSCC *











GP / GEMS doctor to:


Phone appropriate receiving team (relevant specialist receiving team 9-5pm; generalist receiving team out of hours) **, and admit via Emergency Department (ED). 


AND


Commence steroids (Dexamethasone 8mgs bd).


 








* For late presentation / advanced signs of compression (see referral flow chart in guidelines), refer for palliative care.


** See attached guidance notes – Process for contacting acute receiving teams in NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde





Receiving team / Local ED medical staff to:


Carry out full clinical & neurological exam.


Commence steroids if not already commenced by GP. 


Contact the on-call registrar at the Beatson West of Scotland Cancer Centre (BWoSCC): 0141 301 7000  if the patient already has a cancer diagnosis. 


Registrar to refer to process for potential admission to BWoSCC


Liaise with MR Unit ASAP to arrange MRI scan within 24-48 hours. If out of hours contact the on-call radiologist


Admit to designated receiving ward for onward transfer to appropriate specialist unit











MSCC confirmed





If patient meets criteria for surgery, discuss with on-call neurosurgical registrar.


(Tel:  0141 201 1100)   








If patient meets criteria for oncology, admit to Beatson West of Scotland Cancer Centre via on-call registrar. (Tel: 0141 301 7000)  


                            





There is a Saturday morning MR service for patients in GG& Clyde with a cancer diagnosis and suspected MSCC.  Patients should be discussed via the Beatson on call Registrar, to access this service. 





NHS 24


contacts





Patient seen by GP 








CRITERIA FOR SURGERY


One area of cord compression


Radio-resistant cancer (eg renal)


Ambulant


Life expectancy minimum 6 months





CRITERIA FOR ONCOLOGY


Multiple areas of cord compression


Radio-sensitive cancer


Preferably ambulant


Established paralysis of<72 hours


Life expectancy of           ≥ 4 weeks








Patient seen by on-call GP / GEMS doctor 








Self referral


direct to Emergency Department
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